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Clerks report to the Plaistow and Ifold Full Council Meeting dated 11th March 26 

 

6. PROW Matters: 

Wephurst 

A community working group was set up to explore the arrangement for diverting PROW 

from the immediate vicinity of Wephurst Park and the following communication was sent to 

the applicant: 

Letter dated 10th August 2021 
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Recent communication from the WEPHURST PROW applicant 28th Jan 26: 

Dear Jane, 

Further to the recent phone call with Jodie referencing planning and footpaths. I wanted to go back 

on to the discussions of Wephurst footpaths with the parish council. There is a load of 

correspondence that filtered through during a two year process and I will happily share any/all of 

this with you if you feel it is helpful.  

The bottom line is that we came to a series of points which, in principal, were agreed, but never 

properly ratified and therefore the steering group involved and myself, never brought this back to 

the parish council. This was at a time when Covid was upon us and in many ways we all had different 

priorities that exceeded the first world desires of Richard Muddle. It was also the year that I moved 

in to Wephurst Estate and it seemed sensible to actually live there and live the environment and see 

how the public rights of way, as they exist, impact the estate.  

So, we are a good 5 years later, and I think that the principles that we set out originally were correct. 

If anything, looking to the future, with housing developments cropping up all around us, the impact  
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of a new, potentially, less experienced in countryside living, residency, the public rights of way at 

Wephurst can only be more challenging.  

Darryl Hobden , our Highways Ranger, feels that things have now settled down and that this is an 

appropriate time to consider any submissions for change to our public rights of way.  

I am extremely grateful to the parish council for the efforts made, that time was not wasted, and the 

steering group were helpful and constructive. I would like to pick matters up where we left off, if 

possible? If members of the Parish council feel that they would be minded to get involved.  

I still feel this is the best way to approach local rights of way as gaining the concerns and interests of 

the local community, is better than trying to create a fete accompli without prior input from 

interested parties. 

I look forward to getting the views of the locals, 

 

Rickmans Lane Circular Route. 

Correspondence has been received regarding the muddy stretch along the PLA/633 as indicated on 

the map below. This has been reported the WSCC PROW who have confirmed unless it is a safety 

hazard it will be sometime before any action is taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Asset register at 31st March 2026- Update 

The Asset Register has been updated since its review in February to remove the metal cupboard that 

was housed at Winterton Hall but became redundant and scrapped.  

10. Insurance Renewal Questionnaire. 

The insurance values we have on our asset register are compared in the margin of this document 

and you can see indexed values are in all cases greater. The questionnaire should be reviewed for 

any other matters that might be required before authorising the Clerk to sign the document and 

return to Gallagher to obtain insurance quotes. 

https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/media/Meetings/Minutes/2026/Asset%20Register%20at%20March%202026%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/media/Meetings/Minutes/2026/Gallagher%20Insurance%20Questionnaire%20Renewal%2001%2006%202026.pdf
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13. Correspondence 

Email 28th January 2026 

Dear Jane 

Firstly I am happy to help with this, if needed. 

The layby between Plaistow and Ifold has become a very unpleasant area, strewn with litter and 

with the island of vegetation constantly reduced by vehicles driving over it.  

It would be good to show that it is a valued part of our village and not an easy place to trash. 

Would it be possible to request; 

1. Some type of bollard at either end of the vegetation to stop vehicles driving across it 
2. A rubbish bin to be placed near the hedge which would be emptied by the normal rubbish 

collectors. This could also be a good place for casual litter pickers to drop litter in. 

If the island vegetation could be protected, then work could then be done on this area to improve it. 

Wildflower planting with natural dead hedges would be nice. 

Please do feedback to me, so that I can understand the 

possibilities and problems involved.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 


